
MISSION STATEMENT 
To enhance and sustain our quality of life through wellness and culture, and to utilize and 

preserve all our resources for now and future generations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coldwater Reservation 
Office 

#301-230th Street Coldwater 

Reserve  

Phone:( (250)-378-6174 

Fax: (250)-378-6153 

 

Coldwater Administration Office 
2249 Quilchena Avenue 
Merritt BC 
Phone: (250)-378-6174 
Fax: (250)-378-5351 
Toll Free: 1-877-378-6174 
 

Chief 

Lee Spahan 

Band Administrator 

Brandi O’Flynn 

Executive Assistant to Chief and 

Council 

Dale August 

Receptionist 

Brianna-Skye Charters Euan 

Social Services Coordinator 

Tania Stewart 

Social Services Clerk/ 

Indian Register Administrator 

Velma Collins 

Finance Coordinator 

Vivian Steinhauer 

Finance Officer 

Faye Aljam 

Housing Coordinator/ Taxation 

Donald Kraus 

Education Coordinator 

Stephanie Archie 

Lands, Wills, Estates, Public Works 

Kristopher Oppenheim 

Adults in Home Care 

Jennifer Andrew 

Andrea Ongaro 

Recycling 

Rosanna Narcisse, Veronica Charters 

Sanitation Worker 

Victor Lacerte 

Public Works 

Vacant 

Fire Chief 

Vacant 

Finance Manager  

Vacant 

Economic Development Coordinator 

Vacant 

 

Coldwater Indian Band 

November 2025 Newsletter 

“I Chose to Serve Because of My Mother. 
I Wanted to Make Her Proud.”—Chief 
Warrant Officer Two Misty Dawn Lakota 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
      1 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

2 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

3 4 

 

5 

Guardians 

Moon 
Gathering 

6 7 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

8 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 
 

Indigenous 

Veterans Day 

 

Water 
Knowledge 

keepers 

Gathering 

9 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

10 

Allowing the 

Land to 

Rest 
(4pm-7pm) 

11 

Remembrance 

Day 

 
Band Offices 

CLOSED 

12 13 

SCHSS Flu 

& Covid 

Vaccines 
(1pm-4pm) 

Drum 

Making 

Workshop 

14 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

15 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

16 

Security 
(9pm-5am) 

17 18 

Lower Nicola 
Indian Band  

IPCA All 

Nations 

Elders 

Engagement 

19 20 

 

21 

Security 
(9pm-5am) 

Hwy 8 NVPA 

Legacy 

Knowledge 

Sharing 

Kiosk 

22 

Security 
(9pm-5am) 

23 
Security 

(9pm-5am) 

24 
Merritt 

Community 

Christmas 

Tree Light 

up + Sing 
Along 

25 
Merritt 

Community 

Movie Night 

26 
Lights, 

Cameras, 

Dance! 

(Dance 

Society) 

27 
Community 

Christmas 

Concert 

 

SCHSS Flu 
& Covid 

Vaccines 

(1pm-4pm) 

28 
Security 

(9pm-5am) 

 

Light Up 

Parade 

29 
Security 

(9pm-5am) 

30 

Security 

(9pm-5am) 

Breakfast 
with Santa, 

Holiday 

Cheer, 

Santa at the 

Pool! 

      

November 2025 
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COLDWATER INDIAN BAND (250-378-6174) 

• Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 9:00PM-5:00AM: Security  

• November 8, 2025: Emergency preparedness Meeting 

SCW’EXMX COMMUNITY HEALTH (250-378-9745) 

• November 20, 2025: Children of the Streets Presentation 

• November 13 + 27 : SCHSS Flu & Covid Vaccines (1pm-4pm) 

MERRITT COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CNA (250-278-1864) 

• November 5, 2025: péyeʔ tək ma ̓ʕxetn Guardians Moon Gathering 

• November 10, 2025: xʷiʔ metix e tmixʷ “Allowing the Land to Rest” 

Workshops 

•  

CANADIAN HOLIDAYS 

• November 11, 2025: Remembrance Day (Band Offices Closed) 

• November 8, 2025: Indigenous Veterans Day  

Calendar Details 
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Date: November 11, 2025 

Introduction 

While exact statistics are difficult to 

determine, the rate of Indigenous 

participation in Canada's military efforts 

over the years has been impressive. These 

determined volunteers were often forced to 

overcome many challenges to serve in 

uniform, from learning a new language and 

adapting to cultural differences, to having to 

travel great distances from their remote 

communities just to enlist. The challenges 

they faced often extended to their post-

service life. Many Indigenous war Veterans 

would not receive equal treatment compared 

to other Canadian Veterans. “veterans.gc.ca” 

 

 

Code talkers 

While Indigenous soldiers again served as snipers and scouts, as they had during 

the First World War, they also took on interesting new roles during this conflict. 

One unique example was being a "code talker." Men like Charles “Checker” 

Tomkins of Alberta translated sensitive radio messages into Cree so they could not 

be understood if they were intercepted by the enemy. Another Cree-speaking "code 

talker" would then translate the received messages back into English so they 

could be understood by the intended recipients. “veterans.gc.ca” 

Remembrance Day 
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First Nations Veteran-WWII Tex Gaylord Blankenship 
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Name Title Years of 
Service 

Group War 

Jordan Collins Corporal 4 Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light 
Infantry 

N/A 

Earl Charters Petty Officer Second 
Class, E.W. Medic 

20 Canadian Navy N/A 

Thomas Charters Private N/A N/A World War I 

Robert Charters  N/A N/A  

Henry Patrick 
Charters 

Gunner N/A N/A  

Archie McDougall Private N/A N/A World War II 

Native American Veterans 
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Chief and Council Meetings 
6:00 PM – 11:00 PM (MAX) 

General Band Meetings 
6:30 PM – 10:00 PM (MAX) 

April 9, 2025 (passed) April 17, 2025 (passed) 

April 23, 2025 (passed)  

  

May 14, 2025 (passed) May 15, 2025 (passed) 

May 28, 2025 (passed)  

  

June 11, 2025 (passed) June 24, 2025 (passed) 

June 25, 2025 (passed)  

  

July 9, 2025 (passed) July 17, 2025 (passed) 

July 23, 2025 (passed) Community BBQ/ New Members 
Speech 

  

August 13, 2025 (passed) No Band Meeting, Due to Food 

Gathering Season 

  

September 10, 2025 (passed) September 18, 2025 (passed) 

September 24, 2025 (passed)  

  

October 8, 2025 (passed) October 16, 2025 (passed) 

October 22, 2025 (passed)  

  

December 10, 2025 No Band Meeting Due to Holidays 

  

January 14, 2026 January 15 OR 22, 2026 

January 28, 2026  

  

February 11, 2026 February 19, 2026 

February 25, 2026  

  

March 11, 2026 March 19, 2026 

March 25, 2026  

  

General Band Meeting Schedule 
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I am Kristopher Oppenheim. I am the Lands, Wills & Estates 

Administrator for the Coldwater Indian Band. 

If anyone is looking to do their wills. I can give you a template or 

you can come in and fill one out. It is better to have one then not 

to have one. This will help you say who gets what and what 

happens after your gone. If you have any questions, you can get a 

hold of me at the Coldwater band office in town. 

 

Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT 115) 

Email: kristopher@coldwaterband.org 

Location: 2249 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt BC V1K1B8 Box 4600 

 

When you have everything in order, you have the say on what 

happens to your assets, no one else can take your possessions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wills, Lands, Estates – Kristopher Oppenheim 

mailto:kristopher@coldwaterband.org
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Updated Chart of all the Coldwater Indian Band Staff that includes their names, 

positions and contact information and which office they are at. If any assistance is 

needed in contacting them then call the Receptionist at (250)-378-6174! 
 

 

 

 

Name Position Contact Office Location 

Brandi O-Flynn Band 
Administrator, 
Economic 
Development 

Email: 
bandadmin@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EX-204) 

Administration 
Office 

Kristopher 
Oppenheim 

Lands, Wills, 
Estates, Public 
Works, Economic 
Development 

Email: 
Kristopher@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EX-215) 

Administration 
Office 
 

Stephanie Archie Education 
Coordinator 

Email: 
stephanie@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-109) 

Administration 
Office 

Brianna-Skye 
Charters Euan 

Administration 
Receptionist 

Email: 
receptionist@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 

Administration 
Office 

Donald Kraus Housing, Taxation Email: dkraus@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-214) 

Administration 
Office 

Velma Collins Social Assistance 
Clerk, Indian 
Status 
Administrator 

Email: vcollins@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-108) 

Reserve Office 

Tania Stewart Social Assistance 
Coordinator 

Email:  
socialdevcoord@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-107) 

Reserve Office 

Dale August Chief and Council 
Executive Assistant 

Email: 
daugust@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-100) 

Reserve Office 

Faye Aljam Finance Officer Email: faye@coldwaterband.org 
Phone: 250-378-6174 (EXT-106) 

Reserve Office 

Coldwater Administration Staff 

mailto:bandadmin@coldwaterband.org
mailto:Kristopher@coldwaterband.org
mailto:stephanie@coldwaterband.org
mailto:receptionist@coldwaterband.org
mailto:dkraus@coldwaterband.org
mailto:vcollins@coldwaterband.org
mailto:socialdevcoord@coldwaterband.org
mailto:daugust@coldwaterband.org
mailto:faye@coldwaterband.org
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Contact Dale August (exec Assistant) to talk to Chief/ Council. 

Phone (250)-378-6174 (EXT#100) 

Email: daugust@coldwaterband.org 

  
Title Name 

Chief Terrance Lee Spahan 

Vice Chief Cheryl Rule Bob 

Executive Assistant to Chief and 
Council 

Dale August 

Council Member Jackie Aljam 

Council Member Shawn Bob 

Council Member Leah Collins 

Council Member Veronica Jameson 

Council Member Carol Smith 

Council Member Michael Smithers 

Council Member Harry Spahan 

Coldwater Indian Band Chief and Council 
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Garbage Days 

o Make sure your garbage is wrapped in a black garbage bag. 

o Be careful when putting out your garbage, because of the dogs or bears around 

us. 

o Recommended to put it out the night before garbage day or the morning of. 

o Pickup is usually around 7:00 AM on that garbage day 

Recycling 

o Make sure all your cardboard is flattened and in smaller pieces 

o Cans or bottles are washed 

o All organized for recycling to put away faster and efficiently. 

o If you have a lot of stuff for big recycle days, call the band or let Rosanna know. 

o Any questions contact the Band, Rosanna or TNRD Merritt Depot. 

o All recycling goes to the lower Nicola Depot! 

Coldwater Indian Band: 250-378-6174  

Rosanna Narcisse (Coldwater Recycler): 250-378-6174 

Lower Nicola Eco Depot (TNRD): 250-377-2596 

 

Thank you to our Recyclers and Sanitation Workers from Coldwater Indian Band! 

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Weekend Regular 
Recycle 

Big 
Recycle 

 
Garbage 

Day 

Regular 
Recycle 

Big 
Recycle 

Regular 
Recycle 

 
Garbage 

Day 

Weekend 

Recycling + Garbage Schedule 



MISSION STATEMENT 
To enhance and sustain our quality of life through wellness and culture, and to utilize and 

preserve all our resources for now and future generations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Delivery People Needed! 

The Coldwater Indian Band has a Newsletter (that you’re looking at right 

now) that needs to be hand delivered to the Coldwater Members on the 

Reserve. That includes IR#2! 

We pay $60 for the Main Reserve (IR#1) 

$90 for BOTH Reserves IR#1 and IR#2. 

We need our delivery list updated to know who can help us deliver 

Newsletters to our Community on time (before the next month arrives). 

The money provided will be for the one person delivering them and they 

will have to have their own Transportation. 

Please contact the Coldwater Indian Band Receptionist to be on the 

list of Newsletter Deliveries. 

Email: receptionist@coldwaterband.org 

 

 

If you do not wish to receive the 

Newsletter, please contact the office 

via phone or email and we will put a 

note not to deliver. (We noticed some 

people don’t pick them up). 

The Coldwater Indian Band strongly 

believes in saving paper and recycling 

so let us know if you don’t want to be 

delivered to for personal reasons or 

for animal reasons.  
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WHAT TO DO WHEN ENCOUNTERED BY AN AGGRESSIVE DOG 

 

IF YOU WERE BITTEN BY A DOG 

Seek immediate medical attention 

Report on the incident with Animal Control. 

Document of the event (Where, When, Who’s Dog, Dog’s Appearance, Bite). 

You should also pursue legal advice, if the bite is serious. 

 

If you do not report the dog to the Band or to the Bylaw Officer, then that 

dog will still be loose and bite others (kids, adults, elders), let’s help keep 

each other safe.  

 

Bylaw Services Officer - Merritt BC 

Phone: (250)-378-8628 

Email: bylaw@merritt.ca 

 

 

 

1  Staying Calm and Avoiding Eye Contact 

2 Using a Firm Voice and Simple Commands (No! Bad Dog! Stop!) 

3 Creating a Barrier Between You and the Dog 

4 Backing Away Slowly and Carefully 

5 Seeking Help from the Owner or Authorities 

6 Understanding the Reasons Behind Aggression 

7 Taking Preventative Measures for Future Encounters 

mailto:bylaw@merritt.ca
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Snuḱʷe? Security inc. 

Hours of operation  

Friday - Sunday from 9:00pm-5:00 am  

Contact number: 250-936-8121 

 

Coldwater Indian Band is proud to 

announce the services provided by 

Snuḱʷe?  Security inc. Showcasing our 

joint commitment to safeguarding our 

land and community. 

 

Robert Moses Jr., a dedicated community 

member and experienced protector. As the 

owner 

of Snuḱʷe? Security inc., Robert returns with 

renowned dedication to ensuring the safety 

and security of our people. 

if there is any suspicious activity that you 

witness contact the security, in the event of 

an immediate emergency please contact 911.  

Security 

Robert Moses Jr. 
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This Serves as a reminder that School is in session, and we have 

Children/Youth walking to/from the Bus stop at Opie’s Studio 

and other Bus stops along the Coldwater/Kingsvale Route 

 

Please be wary when driving near the bus stop and near 

Coldwater Elementary.  

 

We would like to remind Membership to please slow down while 

driving on the roads and watch out for our Children and Youth 

walking to/from School 
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CAR REMOVAL SERVICES! 

Towing, Scrap Car Removal, Used Parts 
Phone: 250-574-4679 / Brendan Kelly, Owner 

Location: 1340 Kootenay Way (Near Coldwater Road) 
Website: www.kamloopsautorecycling.com 

Email: kautorecycling@gmail.com 
 

MORE COMPANIES FOR YOU TO CALL 
 GET YOUR OLD CARS REMOVED FROM YOUR YARD. 

 
Merritt – B.C. Auto Scrapyard | Scrap Car Removal 

Website: Auto-Scrap-Yard.com 
 

Scrap Car Services in Merritt: – Post Edward junk cars buyer B.C. 
Phone: 1-778-617-2061 

 
Salvage car pickup in Merritt: 

Phone: 1-778-617-3061. 
 

Junk Car Removal Kamloops B.C. | Git-Er-Done-Towing 
We provide free scrap car pickup and cash for cars service in Kamloops. 

Website: getirdonetowing.ca 
Phone: (250)-852-0781 

 

http://www.kamloopsautorecycling.com/
mailto:kautorecycling@gmail.com
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Digital CWIB Newsletter 

Having a hard copy of the Newsletter is amazing but what if you want it 

earlier? Or you don’t live on the reserve and want to have a copy then 

you can have the Monthly Newsletter delivered to your email digitally! 

How to Sign up for the Monthly 
Newsletter for the Coldwater Indian 
Band 
 

• Send your Name, and Email to 
the Coldwater Indian Band 
Receptionist via email 
receptionist@coldwaterband.org 

 
If you have any trouble, give us a call 
to help you out! 250-378-6174. We 
are always glad to help the community! 

#301-230th Street Coldwater Reserve 

Phone: (250) 378-6174 

 Fax: (250) 378-6153 
Chief and Council (Executive Assistant), Finance,  

Social Development 

2249 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt, BC 
Phone: (250) 378-6174 
Fax: (250) 378-5351 

Band Administrator, Public Works, Lands Wills & Estates, 

Housing, Economic Development, Education 

 

mailto:receptionist@coldwaterband.org

